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minstrel fraternity to which he belonged. The rest, including
his blindness, is legend or guesswork; and the reader who tries
to glean from his poems something of the man, as apart from
his art, will find himself baffled by the most impersonal and
objective of authors.
The Ilicid and Odyssey are twin aspects of a single theme - the
story of the Trojan War and its aftermath. Together they con-
stitute the first expression of the Western mind in literary form
- the earliest, at all events, which we possess, for it will be ob-
vious even to those who read them in translation that two such
masterpieces could not have sprung into being without artistic
antecedents. In form they are epic poems; but it will perhaps
make their content clearer to the modern reader if I describe the
Iliad as a tragedy and the Odyssey as a novel. It is in the Iliad that
we hear for the first time the authentic voice of the Tragic
Muse, while the Odyssey, with its well-knit plot, its psychologi-
cal interest, and its interplay of character, is the true ancestor of
the long line of novels that have followed it. And though it is
the first, I am not sure that it is not still the best. Let the new
reader decide for himself.
Each of the two poems is complete and independent as a work
of art, with an atmosphere of its own, yet, as we have seen, they
share a common background in the Trojan War; and of this
war something must now be said.
The city of Troy or Ilium, which in Homer's account was
besieged for ten years and finally sacked by the Greek king
Agamemnon and his feudal supporters, has been identified by
archaeologists with Hissarlik, an ancient settlement near the
coast of the Aegaean in the north-west corner of Asia Minor,
whose remains show traces of repeated demolition and rebuild-
ing. It is quite likely that a marauding force from European
Greece played a destructive part in its chequered life. But this is
not to say that Homer's account is to be taken as history. Homer
was neither a historian nor an archaeologist - the very ideas of
history and archaeology were non-existent in his day - and we
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